
NSF PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING 
WORKSHOPS 2018

Introduction
As part of our commitment to providing 
services and resources to visual artists 
throughout Ireland, the National Sculpture 
Factory programme an annual series 
of professional development training 
workshops.  This programme supports 
visual artists in their practice by providing 
training on a range of topics directly 
relevant to their work.

These workshops aim to address the 
business needs of artists working in a 
professional environment. They are also 
intended to introduce artists to new areas 
of work, providing artistic and financial 
opportunities and complementing their 
studio practice. 

Cancellations received less than fourteen days 
prior to a workshop will NOT be refunded.

The National Sculpture Factory is funded by the 
Arts Council and Cork City Council.

To book places on any of the workshops 
please contact:
Elma O’Donovan
Administrator
National Sculpture Factory
Albert Road
Cork T12 KX00
T: 00353 21 4314353
E: elma@nationalsculpturefactory.com 

Early booking is advisable as places on 
workshops are limited and only guaranteed 
upon receipt of payment. 



LEGAL AND CONTRACTUAL 
ISSUES FOR ARTISTS

Artists are often unclear about the nature 
and extent of copyright in their works, and 
consequently find it difficult to assert their 
rights, and especially to negotiate suitable 
terms about ownership or licensing of 
copyright, in contracts involving the use of the 
works.

This workshop will provide the copyright 
“basics” for artists. It will also explain what 
an artist needs to know about contracts 
and commission documents, and aims to 
strengthen the ability of the participants to 
negotiate confidently in relation to their rights 
when entering into agreements regarding 
the use of their works. The workshop will be 
interactive and participatory.

* Artists need to book these sessions in 
advance, as they are only open to course 
participants and are on a first come first serve 
basis.

Trainer: Brenda Tobin 
Date: Tuesday, 2 October 2018
Time: 10.30 to 4.00 pm (workshop + one-to-ones*)
Fee: €40 | Places: 10 | Venue: NSF

Brenda Tobin is a specialist intellectual property solicitor dealing exclusively the arts and entertainment 
since 2000. Her practice is mainly non contentious, involving contract drafting and negotiations for the 
creative sector. She represents all forms of content producers from animators to musicians, practicing visual 
artists, photographers and writers, who create content in all forms of media.

Having set up and run a copyright department for a large UK law firm based in London, involving  High Court 
litigation, she returned to Ireland in 2004 as In House Counsel in RTE where she spent the next 10 years before 
setting up on her own.

Brenda does a lot of training with arts organisations including VAI, DCCOI, the National Sculpture Factory and 
Words Ireland. She also trains lawyers in BPP college in London.



CROWD FUNDING WITH 
BUSINESS TO ARTS & FUND IT

Fund it is an Irish rewards-based all-or-nothing 
crowdfunding platform, giving everyone 
the power to make good ideas happen. 
Crowdfunding is used by early stage projects 
to generate money and Fund it provides an 
online platform for creators to pitch their 
projects and offer Rewards to those who 
contribute. By receiving average pledges 
between €50-€100 from a large number of 
people, Fund it allows you to take advantage 
of the largely untapped resource of your social 
network and personal connections.

Fund it is designed to support greater 
individual giving to the creative sector and 
facilitate pre-sales of creative projects. 
Crowdfunding serves to strengthen the bond 
between a creator and their audience which 
offers the potential for wider-ranging, long-term 
relationships.

In this workshop, you’ll learn about:

- What crowdfunding is and what models are out 
there?
- Why use crowdfunding?
- The 4 Key Phases of Crowdfunding
- Who will Fund Your Project?
- The Anatomy of Crowdfunding campaign

Through interactive discussion and a number of 
case studies, you’ll understand more about how 
project creators with great ideas have attracted 
funding from friends, fans and followers across the 
world to successfully reach their target.

Fund it is based in Ireland, run by Business to Arts, 
a not-for-profit organisation working to support 
resilience and transformation in the cultural sector 
through research, innovation and partnership.

Trainer: Michelle Reid
1 hour | Date: Wednesday, 10 October  | 11.00am sharp (registration 
10.45am for 11.00am start) | Fee: €35 |Places: 12 | Venue: NSF

Michelle Reid, Project Manager at Fundit.ie / Arts Programme Manager at Business to Arts

Michelle joined Business to Arts as Arts Programme Manager in 2017. Michelle is responsible for developing 
and delivering the Arts Affiliate Programme and also manages Fundit.ie, an all-Ireland crowdfunding platform 
for creative projects. In this role she supports hundreds of project creators throughout their crowdfunding 
campaigns each year. Michelle and the Fundit.ie team are all local experts in fundraising and the cultural and 
creative industries who work with project creators to make projects ready for go-live.

Michelle’s previous experience spans 10 years of event and association management. Having worked in Berlin, 
Abu Dhabi and Dublin, she has extensive experience in international and domestic settings covering sectors 
such as technology, healthcare and culture. Michelle’s particular expertise lies in crowdfunding, client account 
management, as well as event production.



Artists often struggled to photograph their 
own work or spend often scarce resources 
paying someone else to do it for them. But with 
some basic guidelines and practice, artists 
are, for the majority of purposes well able to 
photograph their own paintings, drawings, 
sculptures, etc.. The quality you obtain 
should easily meet the standards needed for 
submitting proposals, creating portfolios of 
work for submission to galleries, websites, 
emails and press releases for magazines and 
newspapers. 

At the end of the workshop you will have a 
methodical step-by-step process to obtain 
the best possible images with your digital 
compact or SLR camera. This session is about 
getting the very best quality results from the 
equipment you already have. But don’t buy a 
camera for the workshop, wait until after so 
you know better what features to look for in a 
camera. 

You may still need to employ a professional 
photographer for making very large limited 
edition prints, but having undertaken this 
workshop you will have a better understanding 
of the process and potential pitfalls, and be 
able to communicate knowledgeably with a 
photographer.

This workshop will cover, exposure, ISO, white 
balance, apertures, depth of field, jpg and raw 
quality, resolution of images, tripod use and 
much more.

To take part you will need: a camera (and 
camera manual if possible), blank memory 
card, fully charged battery and spare if 
possible, tripod if you have one, also a piece 
of art work to photograph. 

DOCUMENTING YOUR WORK 
WITH TIM DURHAM
Trainer: Tim Durham
Date: Wednesday, 7 November 2018  | Time: 10am (sharp) - 5pm
Fee: €40 | Places: 10 | Venue: NSF

Tim Durham is a photographic artist. He holds an MFA (Photography) from the University of Ulster. He is 
interested in architectural interiors, boundaries and borders, the etymology of words, and portraiture. For the 
past 10 years he has been teaching artists how to photograph their own work.


